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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MARR NATO 

SUBJECT: NATO CONTRACT SUBMISSIONS - US INDUSTRY ACCESS 
TO NATO DOCUMENTATION 

SUMMARY. US INDUSTRIAL REPS HAVE LONG COMPLAINED OF 
THEIR DIEFICULTY IN OBTAINING CLASSIFIED NATO DOCUMENTS 
REQUIRED TO BID COMPETITIVELY AGAINST EUROPEAN INDUSTRY 
ON NATO CONTRACTS. WE HAVE NOW RECEIVED A REQUEST FROM 
MARTIN MARIETTA FOR ASSISTANCE IN THIS MATTER. ACTION 
REQUESTED: WASHINGTON ASSISTANCE IN ATTENUATING US DIS- 
ADVANTAGE IN CLASSIFIED INFORMATION DISTRIBUTION IN 
RELATION TO EUROPEAN COMPETITION. END SUMMARY. 

1 . NATO INVITATIONS FOR BIDS FREQUENTLY INCLUDE REEERENCE 
TO STANAG OR OTHER CLASSIFIED NATO DOCUMENTS TO DEFINE 
REQUIREMENTS TO WHICH PROSPECTIVE CONTRACTORS MUST BE 
COMPLIANT. US CONTRACTORS HAVE FOUND THAT US GOVERNMENT 
"NEED TO KNOW" RULES APPEAR OFFICIALLY TO DENY THEM 
TIMELY ACCESS TO SUCH DOCUMENTS UNLESS AND UNTIL THEY 
HAVE A NATO CONTRACT REQUIRING SUCH ACCESS. IN THE PAST, 

AD HOC SOLUTIONS HAVE BEEN USED, INCLUDING USE OF 
PROSPECTIVE EOREIGN SUB-CONTRACTORS, MOST OE WHOM HAVE 
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MORE READY ACCESS TO THE DOCUMENTATION THROUGH THEIR 
GOVERNMENTS. THIS SITUATION HAS, THEREFORE, ACTED TO 
THE DISADVANTAGE OF US INDUSTRY. 

2. WE HAVE RECEIVED FROM MARTIN MARIETTA THE FOLLOWING 
REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE IN THIS MATTER: 
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BEGIN TEXT: 

MARTIN MARIETTA AEROSPACE, 6801 ROCKLEDGE DRIVE, 
BETHESDA, MARYLAND 20034, 7 JUNE 1978 

DEAR MR. LOVELAND, 

MARTIN MARIETTA AEROSPACE IS EVALUATING THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO RESPOND TO SEVERAL INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDS (ICB) 
TO BE ISSUED BY SHAPE/NICSMA. OE CONCERN IS THE AVAIL- 
ABILITY OF DOCUMENTATION REEERRED TO IN THE ICB'S. CON- 
TACT WITH THE US DEPARTMENT OE COMMERCE, THE US CENTRAL 
REGISTRY, THE JOINT CHIEES OE STAFE, THE MILITARY COMMUNI- 
CATIONS AND ELECTRONICS BOARD, AS WELL AS THE INDIVIDUAL 
MILITARY SERVICES, HAS GIVEN ME NO ASSURANCE THAT THIS 
PROBLEM HAS BEEN ADEQUATELY ADDRESSED. 

I HAVE BEEN ADVISED THAT STANAG AND OTHER SHAPE/NATO/ 
NICSMA/STC DOCUMENTATION WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE, IF 
REQUIRED BY A CURRENT CONTRACT. IN SUCH CASES A WRITTEN 
REQUEST MAY BE PROCESSED THROUGH THE DEEENSE INDUSTRIAL 
SECURITY CONTRACT OEEICE AND THE DEFENSE CONTRACT AUDIT 
SERVICE REGION. HOWEVER, I CAN FIND NO PROCEDURE BY 
WHICH A CONTRACTOR IN RECEIPT OP AN ICB CAN EMPLOY TO 
OBTAIN NECESSARY REFERENCE DOCUMENTATION SHOULD SUCH 
MATERIAL NOT BE INCLUDED IN THE BID PACKAGE. SHOULD WE 
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WISH TO RESPOND TO AN ICB AND NOT BE ABLE TO OBTAIN THE 
REFERENCED MATERIAL CONCURRENTLY WITH THE BID PACKAGE, 
IT WOULD BE NECESSARY TO EITHER REQUEST AN APPROPRIATE 
EXTENSION OP THE BID DUE DATE OR TO WITHDRAW FROM THE 
COMPETITION. 

I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR ASSISTANCE IN RESOLVING THIS 
"CATCH 22" SITUATION, PARTICULARLY IN REGARD TO THE SCARS 
11, CAMPS AND THE NICS/NATIONAL TACTICAL SYSTEMS INTERPACE 
PROGRAM. /S/ SCOTT ADLER, DIRECTOR, C3 I&E PROGRAMS. 

END TEXT. 

3. REQUEST DEEENSE AND COMMERCE INVESTIGATION OP THE 
PRESENT PROCEDURES TO DETERMINE IF MARTIN MARIETTA'S 
COMPLAINT IS FOUNDED AND, IP SO, ANY SUGGESTION TO ALLE- 
VIATE THE INHERENT DISCRIMINATION AGAINST US INDUSTRY 
IN THEIR ATTEMPTS TO COMPETE POR NATO CONTRACTS. 

BENNETT 
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